


the cowango newsletter
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1. Huisaches Escondido. Is this just the artist  
     retreat you’ve been searching for?
2. Stefanie knits new friendships with 
    “Creative Gifts Renewed”.
3. Holiday gift ideas from Cowango.

 December 2007

Batik ornament

“New Sprout” Watercolor

“Respite” Watercolor“Two on the Street” Batik on Paper

cowango.com
art with impactart with impact

currently
cowango

Creative Gifts Renewed

When our next-door neighbor posted an e-mail not so long 
ago on the local forum here in Lowertown to start a knitting 
group I thought it would be a good way to accomplish two 
things at the same time.  Namely, get to know more folks in 
my neighborhood better and learn a new skill, not such a 
bad idea as my brain cells begin to atrophy.  So I ventured 
out to one of the nearby hobby and craft stores in search of 
a book on learning to knit.  Whatever I had learned nearly a 
quarter century ago in the only knitting project I had ever 
undertaken had long since evaporated into the inaccessible 
recesses of my brain that lost memory retreats to.  I would  
begin again from the beginning. 

Two books for beginners looked particularly promising, 
especially since one included two pairs of knitting 
needles and other paraphernalia that seemed necessary 
for the endeavor.   One of the books had a pattern for a 
dishcloth which I decided would be the perfect thing to 
get my knitting brain in gear.  What would it matter if I 
dropped some stitches or lost track of my gauge on such 
a lowly object?  

I now have a useful handmade dishcloth to clean up 
dishes and wipe down my kitchen counters.  Maybe its 
slight imperfections add to its charm.  Even in its humble-
ness it increases my sense of accomplishment at starting 
something new, one more thing in my bag of tricks.  I like 
the rhythm of knitting and the feel of yarn running 
through my fingers.  I also like the immediacy of watching 
my new creations grow as I work.  The colors of the yarn, 
the coziness, even the smell have shown me why knitting 
has become so popular recently.  It appeals to the senses 
and provides focus in an increasingly hectic world.

As to the group dynamics and other hopes I held out to 
knitting, I have to say it’s been all that and then some.  The 
group meets every two weeks at our local coffee shop, 
Etcetera, where the owner acts both as our hostess and 
group member.  Our get-togethers are a combination of 
show-and-tell, knitting workshops (where the more 
experienced impart new techniques and tips to us 
newbies), and gossip fests.  I now know who the football 
enthusiasts are, the trusted contractors in the area, and 

who has trouble sleeping at night.  I’ve also been 
introduced to a fabulous needle craft shop in town I 
previously was oblivious to in spite of repeatedly driving 
past it, and met another knitting group that meets there 
weekly.  My second knitting project, a mariner’s scarf, 
connected me with a local nonprofit, The Seamen’s Church 
Institute, for their annual Christmas on the River knitting 
drive.  Every year they make gifts of locally knitted items 
such as scarves, socks and caps for men and women who 
work the rivers on-board barges and are unable to be 
home with families over the Christmas holidays.  

In the process of learning to knit I’ve shown myself that 
taking up something new, no matter how small, helps to 
open new doors, make new discoveries, and sometimes 
find new friends.  It has reaffirmed my love of the creative 
for all the gifts it brings and the connectedness it instills.

Great Holiday Gift Ideas

What better gift for that special person in your life than 
original artwork! We have a variety of paintings and other 
items with prices to fit practically any budget.  We also have 
giclee prints of a number of images available at a lower price 
range.  Choose a handmade ornament for your tree this year 
from David’s collection of “Batik Stars.”  Or buy one as a gift!  
Visit our website www.cowango.com to view our complete 
portfolio and prices.  

Artist Retreat at Huisaches Escondido       

Looking for a great get-away to recharge your 
battery?  Our casita just outside of San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico is available on a weekly or monthly 
basis for rent.  Nestled in a quaint Mexican village 
2.5 miles from San Miguel at the base of the Picacho 
Mountains, Huisaches Escondido is the perfect place 
for relaxation and inspiration, even if you’re not an 
artist.  Watch Mexican ranch life unfold at our 
doorstep with shepherds herding their sheep, goats, 
and cattle to mountain pastures every morning and 
returning in the quiet evening twilight.  The house 
sleeps 2 and comes with a fully equipped kitchen 
and bed and bath linens.  Large studio space with 
work tables and track lights on the second floor.  For 
more information on rates and availability check out 
our listing on www.vrbo.com, rental #134564.

http://www.paducaharts.com
http://www.lowertownartdistrict.com/artist.php?id=1002
http://www.witheweinmind.net/
http://www.seamenschurch.org/474.asp
http://www.cowango.com
http://www.vrbo.com/134564
http://www.cowango.com/alcocer/huisaches



